MUSSOLINI AND FASCISM
or exact obedience. They were indeed allied with all the
forces of disorder. No government can succeed in its
task if it allies itself with the baser against the higher
elements of the nation. Anarchy increased. The State,
'democratico-liberal* as it was ticketed, was falling to
pieces. Italy was ripe for a despotism, whether Bolshevist
or Nationalist. All that remained was to find out who
was to give the 'knock-out blow to the paralytic*, that is,
to the existing regime.
From that instinct of self-preservation which is com-
mon to all men, whether as individuals or as members of
a nation, was born Fascism, a weapon of resistance
against the forces of death by which Italy was menaced.
This reaction, which had failed to assert itself in the
Russia of 1916, sprang, in Italy, from historic sentiment,
from memories of ancient Rome and of those dictator-
ships set up in hours of peril which have always been
looked upon as distinctly Roman. But, as a matter of
fact, Fascism was not a thing called into being on the
spur of the moment. At the time of the March on Rome,
it was exactly eight years since Mussolini had begun
preparing to take the government into his own hands.
Benito Mussolini was the son of a village blacksmith
who was also a militant socialist. Benito had always
wanted to be a teacher, and at sixteen behold him a
schoolmaster! As he seasoned his lessons with not a Ettle
revolutionary propaganda, it was not long before he
found himself out of work, a circumstance which did
not increase his love of the bourgeoisie.
In order to earn his daily bread he emigrated to
Switzerland, where, among other callings, he practised
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